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After turning our clocks back, we celebrate the festival of All Saints. 
We remember those who have entered the Church Triumphant from 
our congregation and community. We give thanks for all the saints 
who have led the way in faithful living and yes, also all of us who 
continue to live our faith today. 

 
 
On Sunday, November 23rd, we celebrate the Festival of Christ the 
King, the last Sunday of the church year. We remember the words of 
the creed, “and he shall come again to judge the living and the dead.” 
We also celebrate that as we await that day, Christ continues to rule 
over all the world and our lives. 
 

 
On Thursday, November 27, we celebrate the National Day of 
Thanksgiving. We give thanks for all the blessings God has showered 
upon us and our nation. As followers of Jesus this is but one day of an 
every day of giving thanks to God. We demonstrate our gratitude by 
sharing our blessings with those in need. 

 
 
On November 30th, we begin the new church year, the year of 
Matthew. We begin our preparation for our journey to Bethlehem as 
we prepare our hearts and lives to receive the new born King, Jesus, 
the Savior. 
 
 
 

Pastor Len Hoffmann 

 
 



The Stephenson County Veterans Pantry in Lena is in need of laundry soap, body wash (men 
and women), shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, and deodorant.  Donations can be 
brought to Lena American Legion Home on Saturdays from 10-11 AM.  It is located at 316 
W. Main Street in Lena.  All donations are welcome!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS!! 
Sunday School:  We are meeting every Sunday this year and it seems to have been 
working well.  Using the new curriculum from Spark House has given us the opportunity to 
include many volunteer teachers that can access the online program.  The children engage 
in bible stories, activities, games, and crafts.  We invite any child between the age of 3 
through 5th grade.  We can always use extra teachers so if you feel the calling to help out 
speak with Grace Heimerdinger-Baake, Morgan Scharping, Theresa Snetcher, or Shawn 
Kuhlemeier.  

Don’t forget that everyone is welcome to come to dominoes on the first Tuesday of 
every month from 9AM to Noon.  The next one will be November 4th!  Invite others!   
Cards and dominoes are played on the second and fourth Thursday of each month 
from 1:00-3:30 PM as well.  The next dates are November 13th and 20th! 

The Grace Meal committee is always looking for people to help prepare and 
serve the monthly meals!  If you think that this is something you could commit 
to, talk to Marge Roiland, Lois Hunsaker, or Kris Eden!  We meet the first 
Sunday of the month to discuss the upcoming meals!  You don’t have to know 
any recipes—just be able to help prepare and serve.  Thanks. 

Pastor Len began hosting a bible study every Wednesday at 6PM and will 
continue through November 12th.  The focus of the bible study will be the Gospel 
of Matthew.   Matthew was a tax collector turned apostle and evangelist who tells 
the message of Jesus to his community and ours.  We need to make copies of 
pages, so please register for the class by signing up in Luther Hall or emailing DJ 
or Pastor Len.  We look forward to preparing for the coming church year where 
Matthew will be the primary source for our Gospel.   

SHOW AT WHITE PINES – OREGON, IL 
Please sign-up on lobby bulletin board and pay Women’s Gathering by November 9.  (Cannot cancel after 
November 9).     
Scrooge the Comedy            $65.00 Includes buffet, dessert, tea & coffee, gratuity. 
December 10th – Doors open at 11:20 a.m. 
Don’t miss “Scrooge the Comedy”, a White Pines tradition for over 30 years.  This zany, audience participation 
comedy (starring the curmudgeonly Ebenezer Scrooge & his sidekick Narrator) is based on a loosely-adapted 
version of Charles Dickens’ timeless classic, “A Christmas Carole”. The other infamous characters of this well-
known tale are found in willing audience members. Each performance is different since you never know who 
will end up on stage. Many of our guests consider it a Christmas tradition and return year after year. The Pines 
has taken this well-known drama and turned it into a side-splitting comedy for all ages including senior bus 
groups, families, and company Christmas parties. The performances are family friendly. 

*Women’s Gathering invites the congregation/guests to eat out together.  The next 
one will be on Sunday, November 2nd at 11:30 AM at the Imperial Palace in Freeport.  
Please sign up in the lobby by October 28th.  Car pooling will be set up! 

The Chancel Choir started up in September!  If you enjoy hearing the choir singing and think you 
would like to join, come and join the group!  The next rehearsal date is Sunday, November 16th at 
8:15 AM and the first time they will sing at worship will be on Sunday, November 23rd!  They 
will also rehearse at 8:15 AM prior to singing on the 23rd.   You don’t have to be a great singer, 
you just have to want to have some fun singing and enjoy praising our Lord in song!  If you have 
any questions, talk to Kathy Hillmer! 



Confirmation News. . .  

Confirmation:  We continue to meet on the first and third Sunday of each month right after 
the church service upstairs in the Youth Room.  The study of the Apostles’ Creed continues 
through the 2025-26 confirmation year as well as the understanding of the bible and church 
service.  Please remind your child to bring their bible with them to each meeting.  If your child 
will not be attending the confirmation meeting, please let me know by text as I do not look at 
my emails on Saturday evening or Sunday morning. If you have any questions, please contact 
Shawn Kuhlemeier.  

If you can not help when 
you are scheduled, 

please email the church 
office of who your 
replacement is.  Thank 

you!  
(prshadmin@gmail.com) 

Duties of the Church for October 2025 

Organist: Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer  Counters: Lynda Palmer and Ron Bremmer 

Date  Acolytes Tech Support 

Nov. 2 Diem Gronewold Jonah Schubert 

Nov. 9 Diem Gronewold Jonah Schubert 

Nov. 16 Welden Snetcher Jonah Schubert 

Nov. 23 Welden Snetcher Jonah Schubert 

Nov. 30 Welden Snetcher Jonah Schubert 

Date  Greeters  Ushers  Lector 
Worship 
Assistant 

Nov. 2 Randy & Kris Liebenstein Kathy Williams Tracy Downs Karen Bremmer 

Nov. 9 Jim & Judy Robinson DJ Scott Karen Bremmer Kris Eden 

Nov. 16 Brian Brudi Mike & Lynda Palmer Theresa Snetcher Tracy Downs 

Nov. 23 Jeff & Linda Erbsen Josh & Alison Hille 
Shawn 

Kuhlemeier 
Shawn 

Kuhlemeier 

Nov. 30 
Brandon & Morgan Scharping 

family 
Theresa Snetcher family 

Brandon 
Scharping 

Ben Bremmer 



Grace Meal News. . .  

The Men’s Breakfast is on the first Wednesday of the month, The next two 

are November 5
th
 and December 3

rd
! They are meeting at The Beltline Cafe 

in Freeport at 7:30 AM.  See you there!   

A special thank you to everyone who helped with the October Grace Meal: Pearl Valley Rangers 4-H Club and 
parents, Dennis Downs, Kris & Marion Eden, Randy & Sandy Faust, Jim Heimerdinger, Lois Hunsaker, Joan 
Klatt, Judy & Rollin Nelson, Angie & Wayne Niehaus, DJ Scott, Marilyn Smital, and Marge Roiland. We served a 
total of 269 meals, 38 deliveries, and 231 curbside pickups.  
 
A big thank you to David Williams for supplying the grills, and Randy Faust, Rollin Nelson and Marion Eden for 
cooking and helping with the pork chops.  A Great Job!!  
 
The November Grace Meal will be on November 16th. To reserve your meals for that day, contact St. John’s 
Lutheran Church by Thursday November 13th (815-443-2215). Meals can be picked up between 11:00 a.m. and 
12:00 p.m. on the 16th.  The Menu for the November Grace Meal will be turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy, green 
beans, cranberry, and a pumpkin dessert.  
 
The Grace Meal Committee would like to thank the congregation for stepping up and making financial 
donations to help the great ministry continue serving meals each month. If you think you can help prepare 
or serve a meal talk to Kris Eden, Marge Roiland, or Lois Hunsaker! 

Men’s Breakfast. . .  

Worship Services. . .  
Worship services will continue to be held at St. John’s in our sanctuary and live on Facebook.  You are 
welcome to stop at the church on Friday or Saturday before worship and pick up a bulletin.  The worship 
service online will be a complete service.  The upcoming bulletin and the past three weeks of bulletins and 
announcements are now online at http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/bulletins-sermons. 

If you have a Facebook Account:  You will be accessing the church’s Facebook at  St. John’s Lutheran 
Church.  (You will see the 125th Anniversary Quilt.)  If you Don’t have a Facebook Account:  You may 
access the livestream via the St. John’s website at www.StJohnsPearlCity.org.  On the top right of the website 
has our Facebook page icon and you may click on it there. 

The church’s ability to do ministry is dependent upon your regular 

gifts. St. John's is able to continue in the mission of the Church 

because of your faithfulness and financial commitment. While you 

may be joining us from worship at home, you can give online here: 

http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving  Other easy ways to give can 

also be found on our website by clicking on the GIVING tab.  

"We love because he first loved us." 1 John 4:19 

Church Giving. . .  

Have you ever wondered what goes on at the Church Council meetings each 
month?  All the papers and forms discussed at each month’s meeting are 
posted on the bulletin board right outside of Luther Hall!  Check it out and 
ask questions if you have them.   

http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving?fbclid=IwAR0xaT81_8Z_ReqIESw418sJ4gVE9ToaiehAZqNXsoufTSMfX-32P1YAhxs


Financial Committee Report . . .  

Richard Brinkmeier         Ron Fluegel             Connie Melville           Mary Ellen Aurand             Donna Freedlund 
Janis Kampmeier              Lori Miller                Carol Garnhart            Shirley Goldsmith              Verda Werkheiser 
Louise Cuccico      Carol Byers  Gina Boop  Jerry Harnish      Mary Mullen      

Our Friends at Home . .  
No one likes to be inside all the time.  However we have many friends and members who are unable to attend 
services or activities with us.  Please take a few moments to remember then by sending a small note, or a 
phone call.  Let them know we are thinking of them.  It only takes a few moments to brighten up someone's 
day.  Contact the office at 815-443-2215 or email at prshadmin@gmail.com for address info.   

The Current Fund expenses were higher than normal in September because our annual 
premium was due for the church insurance.  The premium was $10,208.39, which 
includes the Commercial Package Policy, the Commercial Umbrella, and Workers Comp.  

The Kids Klub is back!!  Join us for a monthly adventure designed for Kindergarten 
through 5th grade students.  The program is supported by Pearl City area churches, 
offers a safe and supportive environment where your child can explore, make new 
friends, and learn valuable life skills.  From games and crafts to Bible study and 
snacks.  Kids Klub has something for everyone.  It is free of charge and open to all 
children in the community.  The next meeting is November 19th from 3:15-5:00 PM at 
St. John’s.    For more information or to register your child, please contact Pastor 
Roger Bronkema at rbronkema18@gmail.com or at 815-291-6261. 

A benefit bake sale will be held at Helm Truck and Equipment at 2290 Business Rt. 20 East 
on Tuesday, November 4th from 9:00 to 1:30.  The funds earned will be matched by Helm 
Truck and Equipment and will be donated to an elderly local couple who are facing some 
costly medical issues. Questions call:  815-297-8610. Come and get your holiday baking 
done early. 

During the October zoom meeting with Pastor Jen Beamsley and other call 
committee chairs, it was suggested that this would be an excellent time for all 
churches undergoing the call process to review and update the constitution, 
along with family leave and sabbatical leave policies. 
There is more interest in our synod from call candidates at this time. 
Unfortunately for us, most of the candidates have seven to ten years of 
experience, which would put them above of our budget. Take heart in 
knowing that we are not the only church that has a longtime call process in 
place. There are several churches that have been waiting longer than us. The larger churches have had an easier 
time calling a pastor than churches from smaller rural settings. 
The synod is working very hard in trying to get call candidates for our synod. We will get a pastor. We must 
keep the faith and continue praying for the right candidate to come to us. 



Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard – bring BABY WIPES   
Food Pantry donations:  paper products—Cleaning supplies, laundry soap, dish soap, Ajax, window cleaner, fabric 
softener, and toilet bowl cleaner 

Women’s Gathering Ministries . .  

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478 
or 815 821 4698) or email at  rkbremmer@gmail.com  You may also contact the church office at  815 443-2215 
(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com.  . If you are 
not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office. 

*Women’s Gathering has dish cloths for sale.  They are $1.50 each.  Contact the church office or Lynda Palmer if 
you are interested.  
*Prayer Shawl Outreach will meet on Sunday, November 2nd.  Start a shawl/quilt or work on one already started.  
Someone will be available to help. 
*The next bible study will be on Tuesday, November 18th at 9:45 a.m. - refreshments (served by Carla Personette 
and Joyce Kempel)  10 a.m. - bible study led by Karen Bremmer on “In God’s Grace:  What fig trees teach us about 
Advent”.   Sit N Sew will follow at 11AM. 
*We will be decorating the church for Advent after the worship service on Sunday, November 23rd.  Many hands 
will help make the work light!! 
*Thank you to Kris Eden for the ceramic ornaments for the Women’s Gathering dinner on Tuesday, December 16th 
in Luther Hall.  Thank you to Lynda Palmer for helping Kris prepare the ornaments for painting. Sit n paint after the 
bible study on October 21st had the following finishing the ornaments: Marilyn Smital, Kathy Hillmer, Lynda 
Palmer, Janet Ferguson, Deb Mather, Linda Janssen, Linda Brinkmeier, Kris Eden, Doris Kness, Joan Stewart, 
Karen Bremmer & Lee Frey.   
*Women’s Gathering hosted a Confirmation reception following the service on October 26th for our Confirmands 
Lucy Voss and Kolton Kampemier. 
*On Tuesday, December 16th, we will be hosting our Christmas dinner (potluck) in Luther Hall.  “Winter 
Wonderland” will be a fund evening with Christmas bingo and white elephant gift exchange.  A sign-up sheet will 
be on the lobby bulletin board.  All women are welcome. 
*Than you to so many members who planned and served the luncheon following Mark Melville’s funeral.  Thank 
you to everyone who gave food/money donations.  It is appreciated. 
*Thank you Jerilyn Strohecker for providing the beautiful altar flowers for the Reformation and All Saints services 
and the carnations in memory of our loved ones.  Such a nice gift for our congregation! 

The Harvest Home collection for the Pearl City Food Pantry started on October 19th.  
Grocery bags with a list of needed items were handed out after worship on that day and 
bags are still available in the Narthex.  Monetary donations will also be accepted for the 
Harvest Home collection and checks should be made out to St. John’s Lutheran Church.  
This collection will conclude on November 16th when all the donations will be blessed 
during the service.   

On Sunday, November 2nd, we will be celebrating All Saints Sunday.  We will be remembering the 
members and friends of members we have lost over the past year.  We will be reaching out to the 
families of these members to join us on this special day.  If you have someone you would like 
honored that day, please contact the office by October 24th. 

The Healthy Wolves backpack ministry is very thankful for your continuing financial support. 
Without you, we would not be able to supply weekend meals for those in need. The number of 
students needing help is twice the amount of last school year. You are indeed a blessing to our 
community. 

If you are interested in reaching out to Gina Boop, her address is Gina Boop c/o The Allure 
Nursing Home, 216 N. Maple Street, Stockton, IL  61085.  The phone number for the home is 815-947-2716.  
She would appreciate a card or letter if you would like to send one. 

tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com


PEARL CITY HEALTHY WOLVES FOOD PROGRAM 
Provides backpacks filled with nutritious meals and snacks for school aged 
children K-12 for the weekend. We are currently sending 40 backpacks each 
week. The cost of supplies runs about $8.00 per backpack, per week. Donations 
of financial support are needed. Please contact Theresa Albers if you have any 
questions.  
TO DONATE ONLINE: http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving  Scroll down to 
these instructions: On-line Giving: Click here to give now in the form of a credit 
or debit card to St. John's. This is a safe, secure and quick method to give to our 
ministries from anywhere at any time. On-line giving offers you the ability to do a 

onetime transaction or set-up a recurring transaction. This option allows members and non-members alike to 
give to the ministries of St. John's. You will be able to select “Healthy Wolves” for your gift designation.   If 
you would like to help back the backpacks, the group meets downstairs in the Healthy Wolves room in the new 
basement every Thursday at 3:15 PM!  Items of particular need are individually wrapped full size bars of 

St. John’s is manning the Food Pantry in November.  We stock the shelves 
on the first and third Sunday and help people getting items on the second and 
fourth Sunday.  The times are about 9-11 AM. If you could help any day, 
please let Janet Ferguson know. 

Congratulations to Janet Ferguson for being selected as the Stephenson County 
Homemaker of the year!  It was announced at the annual meeting on Saturday of the 
Stephenson County Home Extension.  She is very deserving of the award has been 
active for many years of at the Home Extension, our church activities, and the 
community.  Congratulations, Janet! 

http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbclBXEinoW1QHJhCSD_SsIAiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQs0CQKpn7pP9ju_cmI9lQNE=&ver=3


See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at 
www.stjohnspearlcity.org November 2025 

November  Birthdays 

2       Lucy Voss  
 Dianne Handsaker 
4 Allison Palmer     
 Adrienne Henze    
 Travis Schiess 
 Rollin Nelson  
 Charlee Mae Ditzler   
5 Levi Sheffey 
 Laura  (Melville) Skoog   
6 Mandee McWorthy  
7       Regan Mitchell 
 Weldon Snetcher 
8  Todd Kuhlmeyer 
 Sandy Scott 

9 Sam Ferguson 
11 Grace Heimerdinger-Baake 
 Wayne Niehaus  
13 Ron Henze 
14       Kennah Block 
 Keith Schubert 
16 Micheal C. Palmer  
18 Nicole Sheffey 
20  Marion Eden 
 Hudson Voss 
21 Jonah Schubert 
22       Jodee Kempel 
24 Andrew Winning 
 Luanne Ferguson 

25 Colette Brinkmeier 
26 Bryn McPeek 
27  Alexander Gray 
 Victoria Hansen 
28 Quinn Schneider 
29  Cindy Heimerdinger 
 Nick Knoup 
30 Karla Dittmar 
 Jase Sheffey 
 Easton Heimerdinger 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
2 
9a Worship (All Saints) 

10a Grace Meal meeting 

10a Property meeting 

10a Prayer Shawl ministry 

10a Confirmation Class 

11:30a  Lunch Together 

3 

5:30p Girl Scout 

meeting 

7p 4-H meeting 

 
 
 

4 
9a Dominoes 

5 
7:30a Men’s 

Breakfast 

6p Bible Study 

6 

3:15p Healthy Wolves 

backpack packing 

 

7 

 

8 
 

9 

9a Worship  

10a Stewardship/Outreach meeting 

10a Memorial/Finance meeting 

10a Helping Hands meeting 

6p 4-H Meeting 

10 
6p American Legion 

Auxiliary meeting 

 
 
 

11 
VETERANS DAY 

12 
6p Bible Study 

 

 

13 

1p Cards & Dominoes 

3:15p Healthy Wolves 

backpack packing 

 

 

14 
 

 

 

 

15 
8a Grace Meal 
prep 

16 

9a Worship 

10:15a Confirmation Class 

10:30a Grace Meal 

2p Historical Society meeting 

17 

5:30p Girl Scout 

meeting 

18 
9:45a Women’s 

Gathering meeting 

5:30p  Junior & 
Cadettes GS 

meeting 

19 

3:15 Kids Klub 
meeting 
7p Church Council 

meeting 

20 

3:15p Healthy Wolves 

backpack packing 

 

 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
9a Worship  

10a Christian Education meeting 

 

 

24 
 

25 
3:15p Healthy 
Wolves backpack 

packing 

26 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

27 

THANKSGIVING DAY 

 

 

 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
9a Worship (Advent Begins) 

 

 

December 1 
5:30p Girl Scout 

meeting 

7p 4-H meeting 

2 
9a Dominoes 

3 
7:30a Men’s 

Breakfast 

4 

3:15p Healthy Wolves 

backpack packing 

 

5 
 

6 
 


