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: Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday — March 29™

A This day begins the most Holy Week of the church year. On this Day we have
pgvaiein  twin themes. The first theme is Jesus Triumphal entry into Jerusalem as he is
o W hailed as king. However, the day quickly changes mood as we hear the message
of the passion Gospel from St. Luke.

Worship will begin in Luther Hall as we gather for the
distribution and blessings of the palms.

The Triduum or The Three Days are the most sacred days of the church year.
We enter these three days on Maundy Thursday. We recall the new
commandment to love one another. We receive absolution. Worship.

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and we conclude with the Stripping of the altar
as a reminder of the fleeing disciples who left everything behind and Jesus, too! The bare
chancel is now set for Good Friday. Worship is on April 2" at 7:00 pm.

On Good Friday we hear John’s account of Jesus death and burial. We hear the judgement of
crucifixion, and his being led to fulfill the mission that he was set to accomplish, namely, “for
God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son.” He dies with the words, “It is
finished” — Mission Accomplished. We pray this day for all believers and those who do not
believe. We conclude worship, remembering and honoring that Holy Cross on which was hung
the salvation of the whole world. Worship is on April 3" at 7:00 pm.

Easter Day — the Festival of the Resurrection of our Lord. We celebrate The
the most sacred mystery as Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
M Worship is on Sunday, April 5" at 9:00 am.

Blessed Holy Week and Eastertide!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS!!

Sunday School: We continue to meet every Sunday until May 10", Using the new curriculum [\"SE’”‘{E’
from Spark House has given us the opportunity to include many volunteer teachers that can =
access the online program. The children engage in bible stories, activities, videos, games, and
crafts. We invite any child between the age of 3 through 5" grade to join the group. We can -
always use extra teachers so if you feel the calling to help out speak with Grace Heimerdinger- @fr_-: kol {
Baake, Morgan Scharping, Theresa Snetcher, or Shawn Kuhlemeier. ST \'

The Stephenson County Veterans Pantry in Lena is in need of peanut butter, jelly, Ramen
noodles, cans of fruit, canned chicken, canned beef, body wash, and mouthwash. Donations
can be brought to Lena American Legion Home on Saturdays from 10-11 AM. It is located

v
v at 316 W. Main Street in Lena. All donations are welcome!

The Grace Meal committee is always looking for people to help prepare and
serve the monthly meals! If you think that this is something you could commit
to, talk to Marge Roiland, Lois Hunsaker, or Kris Eden! We meet the first
Sunday of the month to discuss the upcoming meals! You don’t have to know
any recipes—just be able to help prepare and serve. Thanks.

-

Don’t forget that everyone is welcome to come to dominoes on the first Tuesday of
every month from 9AM to Noon. The next one will be April 7™. Invite others! Cards
and dominoes are played on the second and fourth Thursday of each month from 1:00-
3:30 PM as well. The next dates for that will be April 9™ and 23"

The Stewardship/Outreach Committee is inviting everyone to a Bingo/Games Family
Night on Saturday, April 25" from 6-8PM. We will start the night with Bingo and move to
other board games, dominoes, and cards if time permits. We are asking everyone who
comes to bring a snack to share with the group. The committee will provide coffee, water,
and lemonade for the evening. Ask your friends and neighbors to come!!

\I In order to strengthen relationships and make everyone feel known and welcome, Worship and Music

T has designed and made name tags for all members. Beginning, Sunday, February 22", the name tags
will be hanging in the Narthex. We ask that you grab yours and wear it during worship each Sunday
and return it to the peg board before going home.

*Women’s Gathering invites the congregation/guests to eat out together. The next one
will be on Sunday, April 12" at 11:30 AM at Cimino’s Pizza. Please sign up in the
lobby by April 5! Car pooling will be set up!

¥ [m] If you would like to give to St. John’s using a debit or credit card, use this QR code to make a

X donation. This is a one-time donation, but if you would like to set up a reoccurring donation to St.
- John’s from your checking or saving account, there is a form for this in the office that you can fill
out to do that. Thank you for supporting the ministries of St. John’s!

St. John's Giving page QR code

Pastor Len’s bible study on the Gospel of John will continue in April on the 8", 15", and
22" 1t will take place in the Conference Room downstairs at 10:30 AM on those . —

Wednesdays in April. If you plan to attend, please sign up in Luther Hall or contact the = .«-,;5—-~——-—~—§.:
office so that copies of the study materials can be made for everyone. Thanks. PSR BIBLE STUDY B8




Confirmation News. . .

Confirmation: We will not meet on Easter Sunday, April 5™ as it is important to spend our
time with family and friends. Our last two meetings will be April 19" and May 3". The study
of the Apostles’ Creed has finished but we have begun our lessons on the Twelve Apostles.
Please remind your child to continue to bring their bible with them to each meeting. If your
child will not be attending the confirmation meeting, please let me know by text as I do not
look at my emails on Saturday evening or Sunday morning. If you have any questions, please

contact Shawn Kuhlemeier.

Date Acolytes Tech Support
April 2 9 o
Maun. Thur If you can not help when

April 3 o o you are scheduled,

Good Fri. i ' please email the church
April 5 Arianna Schoenhard G Snetch office of who your
Easter Lucy Voss eorge Snetcher replacement is. Thank

you!
April 12 Arianna Schoenhard Brynlee McPeek (prshadmin@gmail.com)
April 19 Kooper Kampmeier Kolton Kampmeier
April Kooper Kampmeier Colton Gronewold
26
Duties of the Church for April 2026
Date Greeters Ushers Lector Wo.r ship
Assistant
April 2 . . Shawn
Maun. Lois Hunsaker April Eberle Joel Kempel .
Kuhlemeier

Thur.

April 3 Brandon
Good Fr. Nancy Trampel DJ Scott Scharping Theresa Albers

April 5 . . )

Easter Marion & Kris Eden Terry Kempel Joan Stewart Kathy Hillmer
April 12 Marvin & Joan Klatt Mike & Lynda Palmer DJ Scott Karen Bremmer
April 19 Carla Personette Chad & Deb Bremmer Shawn. Carlito Ramos

family Kuhlemeier
April 26 Linda Brinkmeier Lois Hunsaker Ethan Bremmer Kris Eden

Organist: Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer

Counters: Kris Liebenstein and Cindy Heimerdinger



Men’s Breakfast. . .

The Men’s Breakfast 1s on the first Wednesday of the month, The next two

are April 1" and May 6"! They are meeting at The Beltline Cafe in Freeport
at 7:30 AM. See you there!

W
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Grace Meal News. . .

A special thank you to everyone who helped with the March Grace Meal, John Barthel, Dennis Downs, Kris &
Marion Eden, Randy & Sandy Faust, Hendrix Feld, Cindy & Earl Heimerdinger, Grace Heimerdinger-

Baake, Cathy Hoffmann, Lois Hunsaker, Kolton Kampmeier, Joan & Marvin Klatt, Judy & Rollin Nelson, Angie
& Wayne Niehaus, Marge Roiland, George & Weldon Snetcher, and DJ Scott. We served a total of 275 meals,
33 deliveries, and 242 curbside pickups.

The April Grace Meal will be on April 19™. To reserve your meals for that day, contact St. John’s Lutheran Church
by Thursday April 16" (815-443-2215). Meals can be picked up between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on the

19", The menu for the April Grace Meal will be ham loaf, mashed potatoes, gravy, peas and

carrots, applesauce and dessert.

The Grace Meal Committee would like to thank the congregation for stepping up and making financial
donations to help the great ministry continue serving meals each month. If you think you can help prepare
or serve a meal talk to Kris Eden, Marge Roiland, or Lois Hunsaker!

A ad * Have you ever wondered what goes on at the Church Council meetings each
H&b > C_? ;2o month? All the papers and forms discussed at each month’s meeting are
i ﬁ posted on the bulletin board right outside of Luther Hall! Check it out and ask
¥l

T % . .
¢ WEl questions if you have them.

1th 4 Yy
clebration

There will be a celebration on life for Joyce Kempel on Saturday, April 1
from 1:00-3:00 PM in Luther Hall. Women’s Gathering will be serving finger § o
foods and drinks. Come and join us as we celebrate the life of Joyce and = of ]IIC
remember the good times we had with her!

Worship Services. . .

Worship services will continue to be held at St. John’s in our sanctuary and live on Facebook. You are
welcome to stop at the church on Friday or Saturday before worship and pick up a bulletin. The worship
service online will be a complete service. The upcoming bulletin and the past three weeks of bulletins and
announcements are now online at http://www.stjohnspearicity.org/bulletins-sermons.

If you have a Facebook Account: You will be accessing the church’s Facebook at St. John’s Lutheran
Church. (You will see the 125th Anniversary Quilt.) If you Don’t have a Facebook Account: You may
access the livestream via the St. John’s website at www.StJohnsPearlCity.org. On the top right of the website
has our Facebook page icon and you may click on it there.

Church Giving. . .

The church'’s ability to do ministry is dependent upon your regular
gifts. St. John's is able to continue in the mission of the Church
because of your faithfulness and financial commitment. While you
may be joining us from worship at home, you can give online here:
http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving Other easy ways to give can
also be found on our website by clicking on the GIVING tab.

"We love because he first loved us." 1 Jolwv4:19



http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving?fbclid=IwAR0xaT81_8Z_ReqIESw418sJ4gVE9ToaiehAZqNXsoufTSMfX-32P1YAhxs

Financial Committee Report. ..

Both the Current Fund and the Improvement Fund finished 2025 on a positive note with income
exceeding expenses, and both funds are in good status heading into 2026. Thank you to the congregation
for your generous giving and your continued support of St. John's

Income vs Expense Comparison by Month

Current Fund Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
Income 11,858.77 12,461.76 24,320.53
Expense 12,131.75 11,259.97 23,391.72
Difference -272.98 1,201.79 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 928.81
Improvement Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
Income 3,281.00 820.00 4,101.00
Expense 747.50 399.18 1,146.68
Difference 2,533.50 420.82 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,954.32
Grace Meal Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
Income 265.00 165.55 430.55
Expense 953.99 969.52 1,923.51
Difference -688.99  -803.97 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -1,492.96
Healthy Wolves Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
Income 330.00 430.00 760.00
Expense 784.08 1,018.83 1,802.91
Difference -454.08 588.83 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -1,042.91

Our Friends at Home . .

No one likes to be inside all the time. However we have many friends and members who are unable to attend
services or activities with us. Please take a few moments to remember then by sending a small note, or a
phone call. Let them know we are thinking of them. It only takes a few moments to brighten up someone's
day. Contact the office at 815-443-2215 or email at prshadmin@gmail.com for address info.

Richard Brinkmeier Ron Fluegel Connie Melville Carol Byers Donna Freedlund
Janis Kampmeier Lori Miller Verda Werkheiser Louise Cuccio
Gina Boop Jerry Harnish

A meeting of the call committee was held on Tuesday, March 3, 2026, at St.

John’s Lutheran Church. The following members were present: Theresa C I I

Albers, Brianne Freedlund, Kris Eden, Lori Kempel, Morgan Scharping, and a

Kathy Albrecht. The meeting was opened with a prayer by Theresa Albers. o

We reviewed the questions for pastoral candidates and decided on additional C omm |ttee

questions that were added.

The Call committee is putting together a welcome folder for any candidate
that St John’s interviews. Some examples of things included are: facts about
our community, school systems, including higher education that is located
nearby, medical services, veterinary services, local attractions, entertainment, etc. We will work on completing
this information before our next meeting on March 30™.

Our synod has a new Steward of Transitions beginning in April. Pastor Jana Howson will be our new liaison. We
welcome her and look forward to working with Pastor Jana.

Update




Women’s Gathering Ministries . .

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard — bring BABY WIPES
Food Pantry donations: Catsup and Mustard

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478
or 815 821 4698) or email at rkbremmer@gmail.com You may also contact the church office at 815 443-2215
(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com. . If you are
not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.

*Women’s Gathering has dish cloths for sale. They are $1.50 each. Contact the church office or Lynda Palmer if
you are interested.

*Prayer Shawl Outreach will meet on Sunday, April 5. Start a shawl/quilt or work on one already started.
Someone will be available to help.

*The next bible study will be on Tuesday, April 28", Coffee & refreshments at 8:45, kitchen & closet cleaning at
9:00, Bible study led by Karen Bremmer at 11:00. Chicken Noodle soup and sandwiches served at noon.

*Prayer bead bracelets were made on February 15™. If anyone is interested in making one, please contact Karen
Bremmer by March 15" so supplies can be ordered. On April 12", another chance to make the bracelets will be
occur.

*The WELCA Spring Retreat will be on Saturday, April 25" from 9AM to 3PM at the Lutheran Outdoor Ministry
Campus in Oregon, IL. The theme is “Raising our voices: Proclaiming the Gospel, The World is Loud.”
Registration forms are on the bulletin board with a fee of $30 (includes coffee, snacks, lunch, and materials).
Scholarships are available.

*Thank you to Lynda Palmer, Kris Eden, Doris Kness, Janet Ferguson, Lee Frey, Joan Klatt, and Karen Bremmer
for preparing and serving the community Lenten Lunch on March 18", Thank you also to Pastor Len for giving the
message and Lee Frey for providing the cookies.

*The Northwest Conference WELCA 2026 spring gathering will be at Trinity Lutheran Church in Lanark on
Thursday, April 23", There will be a continental breakfast and registration at 9 a.m. The program "Yellow Creek
Quilt Designs Through the Years" will be presented by Jill Shaulis from 10:15 a.m. - 11 a.m. Cost $10.00 Open to
all women of the ELCA and guests by April 17", Registration forms are on the bulletin board.

The Healthy Wolves backpack ministry is very thankful for your continuing financial support.

Without you, we would not be able to supply weekend meals for those in need. The number of
students needing help is twice the amount of last school year. You are indeed a blessing to our
community.

al> We are looking for one male member and one female member to attend the Northern
&mm% [linois Synod on June 12-13, 2026. It is being held at Augustana College in Rock
‘E 'V}O Island Illinois. The cost of registration, meals, and lodging for the weekend is
NISYNOD covered by the church. Please contact the office if you are interested in attending.

The social ministry committee will be starting their ELCA Good Gifts project on April 12", This project will
continue through May 17™. This project is a collection to purchase items out of the ELCA Good Gifts catalog

to benefit people around the world. The goals for this project are as follows:

Family Farm- $715.00 This includes a cow, a couple goats, a dozen chicks, two pigs, farming tools, seeds, and
agricultural training.

(7) Honeybee colonies- $20.00 each for a total of $140.00 ;. %
(10) Water filters-$30.00 each for a total of $300.00 OCIA & Y};
(10) Vaccinations- $30.00 each for a total of $300.00 D b i bl v
(4) Food for 4 orphaned children for one month-$25.00 each for a total of $100.00 \HINDISITI

Total of goals for this project: $1555.00
Thank you in advance for your support of this important ministry.


tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com

PEARL CITY HEALTHY WOLVES FOOD PROGRAM

Provides backpacks filled with nutritious meals and snacks for school aged children
K-12 for the weekend. We are currently sending 25 backpacks each week. The
cost of supplies runs about $8.00 per backpack, per week. Donations of financial
support are needed. Please contact Theresa Albers if you have any questions.

TO DONATE ONLINE: http://www.stjohnspearicity.org/giving Scroll down to
these instructions: On-line Giving: Click here to give now in the form of a credit
or debit card to St. John's. This is a safe, secure and quick method to give to our
ministries from anywhere at any time. On-line giving offers you the ability to do a
onetime transaction or set-up a recurring transaction. This option allows members and non-members alike to
give to the ministries of St. John's. You will be able to select "Healthy Wolves” for your gift designation. If
you would like o help back the backpacks, the group meets downstairs in the Healthy Wolves room in the new
basement every Thursday at 3:15 PM! Items of particular need are individually wrapped full size bars of
soap, or monetary donations?

The Kids Klub is still going strong!! Join us for a monthly adventure designed for
Kindergarten through 5™ grade students. The program is supported by Pearl City area
churches, offers a safe and supportive environment where your child can explore, make
new friends, and learn valuable life skills. From games and crafts to Bible study and
snacks. Kids Klub has something for everyone. It is free of charge and open to all
children in the community. The next meeting is April 15" from 3:15-5:00 PM at St.
John’s. For more information or to register your child, please contact Pastor Roger
Bronkema at rbronkemal 8@gmail.com or at 815-291-6261.



http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbclBXEinoW1QHJhCSD_SsIAiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQs0CQKpn7pP9ju_cmI9lQNE=&ver=3

April 2026

www.stjohnspearlcity.org

See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
March 29 30 31 April 1 2 3 4
9a Worship (Palm Sunday) 6:30p Call Committee | 3:15p Healthy 7:30a Men'’s Breakfast 7p Maundy 7p Good Friday
meeting Wolves backpack Thursday service | service
packing
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9a Worship (Easter) 7p 4-H meeting 9a Dominoes 10:30a Bible Study 1p Cards & 1p Joyce
10a Grace Meal meeting Dominoes Kempel
10a Property meeting 3:15p Healthy Ei?elebration of
10a Prayer Shawl ministry Wolves backpack
packing
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9a Worship 5:30p Girl Scout 10:30a Bible Study 3:15p Healthy 8a Grace Meal
10a Stewardship/Outreach meeting | meeting 3:15 Kids Klub Wolves backpack prep
10a Memorial/Finance meeting Meeting packing
11:30a Eating Out Together 7p Council meeting
2p Historical Organization meeting
6p 4-H Meeting
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9a Worship 5:30p Girl Scout 5:30p Girl Scout 10:30a Bible Study 1p Cards & 6p
10:15a Confirmation Class meeting meeting Dominoes Bingo/Games
10:30a Grace Meal 3:15p Healthy Family Night
Wolves backpack
packing
26 27 28 29 30 May 1 2
9a Worship NEWSLETTER 8:45a Women’s 3:15p Healthy
DEADLINE Gathering meeting Wolves backpack
packing
6p Cub Scout
meeting
APril Birthdays
2 Porter Freedlund 13 Jason Gray 26 Carla Personette
4 Ron Bremmer Michael Palmer 27 Brandon Scharping
5 Diane Edler 14 Dennis Kruse 28 Taylor Brudi
6 Gail Westaby 15 Richard Blackmore Laine Shatek
Calvin Block Lee Frey 29 Robert Winning
7 April Eberle 17 Elaina Lott
8 Gwen Heimerdinger 18 Clayton Downs
Wade Yarbrough 19 Weston Gronewold
10 Jorja Johnson 21 Kelsey Butson
Georgia Sellers Scott Heimerdinger
11 Brian Schiess Garrett Handsaker
12 Janet Ferguson 24 Katie Stager
Michelle Miller 25 Aaron Woker




