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Sundays 9:00 am LUTHERAN CHURCH

“Ever Loving, Caring Always”

Interim Pastor
Pastor Len Hoffmann
815-975-4740
prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com
Church office hours:
Mon., Wed., Fri. 6-11 AM
Parish Administrator
DJ Scott
prshadmin@gmail.com
Church Address:
PO Box 234 229 S First St
Pearl City, IL 61062
Church Phone:
815-443-2215

Building Hours:
The building will only be open
when the office is open

Holy Trinity Sunday
Pastor Len Hoffmann presiding

Recognition and Blessing of Memorial Fund items

May 31, 2026
Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers.

Flcascjoin us for a time of Fcﬂowship after the worship service in | _uther

Hall. Refreshments will be Providcd.




Serving Us Today

Presiding Minister: Pastor Len Hoffmann Acolyte: Kooper Kampmeier Organist: Kathy
Hillmer Lector: Brandon Scharping Assisting Minister: Karen Bremmer Greeter:
Kathy Williams Ushers: Brian Brudi Counters: Cindy Heimerdinger & Mike Palmer
Sacristan: Kris Liebenstein and Nancy Trampel

(P) Pastor Congregation Lector Assisting Minister
WELCOME

Introduction to the Day

Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the
apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his
disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More
than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of
creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We
celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed,
and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.

Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen
(P] Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things
we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Holy, Holy, Holy” ELW 413
GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P] Let us pray. Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory,
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us
steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence,
where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen

MEMORIAL DEDICATIONS

(P] Siblings in Christ, today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessings as
we gather with thankfulness to dedicate these Memorials and gifts to the glory of God
We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, for you have enriched
our lives with every good and perfect gift; you have commanded us to show your
splendor to each generation; and you have invited us to praise you with lives of
love, justice, and joy.

(P) Send your blessing on the Laptop for the office and services in memory of
Eileen & Ronald Hughes, Sarah Jane Myers, Doug Mitchell, Bonnie Mitchell,
Dorothy Ditzler, Lois Hillmer, and Carol Zier May it be used to glorify your name in
our weekly worship.

(P] Send your blessing on the Pearl City Food Pantry in honor of Walter Kleist.
May it be used to provide many meals for people in the Pearl City community.

P) Send you blessing on the Sunday School Materials in honor of Jack Revels.
May it be used to inspire our youth to follow in the words of God.

P Send your blessing on the Electronic Altar Candles in honor of Mark
Melville. May they be used to honor God’s work and shine as a beacon of hope for all.
P Send your blessing on the Nametag Pegboards in honor of Carol Zier, James
Brinkmeier, Thomas Purple, and Joyce Kempel. May they be used to hold the
names of your family here at St. John’s and grow in number as the years go on.

Amen



(Please be seated)
FIRST READING Genesis 1:1—2:4a

A reading from Genesis, the first chapter.

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was complete
chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over
the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And
God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the
waters from the waters.” ' So God made the dome and separated the waters that were
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and
let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God
said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every
kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with
the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from
the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them
be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made
the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the
night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds
fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them,
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made
the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the



cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.” So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon
the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for
food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant
for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. On the sixth day
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the
work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it
God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are the generations of
the heavens and the earth when they were created.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 8

Let us say the Psalm responsively

O Lorp our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!—

you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants

and children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the
foe and avenger.

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars
you have set in their courses,

what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human beings
that you should care for them?

Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown
them.

You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have put all
things under their feet:

all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field,

the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the
paths of the sea.

O Lorp our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!



SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
A reading from second Corinthians, the thirteenth chapter.

[Paul writes:] Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my
appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be
with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of
you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Page 142
(Please stand as you are able)

GOSPEL Matthew 28:16-20

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

(P) Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. And Jesus
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, [ am with you always, to the end of the age.”

(P] The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated.)
SERMON
REFLECTION SONG “How Majestic is Your Name” W&P 66

(Please stand as you are able.)

APOSTLES’ CREED ELW PAGE 127
Please be seated.)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of
the world.

(A brief silence.)
Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your
church, making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources,
vegetation, and wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to
pursue the work of fostering peace and community. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal
those who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort
any experiencing hardship (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide
for their needs. Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Faithful God, remember all who are confined to their homes and health care
centers from our community and congregation. Today we pray for Richard Brinkmeier,
Lori Miller, Janis Kampmeier, Verda Werkheiser, Carol Byers, Gina Boop, Ron
Fluegel, Louise Cuccio, Donna Freedlund, and Connie Melville. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their

baptismal promises (especially). Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with
you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

P Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

(P] Let us share signs of peace with one another.

(Please stand as you are able.)
St. John’s Giving page QR code

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you
open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to
the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.

Amen.



DIALOGUE ELW Page 152

PREFACE

(P] It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in
splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW Page 153
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your
praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.

We praise you, O God.
(P] Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across
the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.

We bless you, O God.

P We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those
who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.

We thank you, O God.

(P] In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering his love for us
on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

(P] We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among
your people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God,
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.

Amen.

(P] Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD’S PRAYER ELW Page 154



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

Communion instruction — as we gather for Holy Communion, you will come down the
center aisle, receive the bread and cup, and return by the side aisle. Wine is the dark
liquid and grape juice is the light liquid in the center ring. If you wish to receive gluten
firee, it is available. Please ask. If you wish to only receive a blessing, please come
forward with your arms crossed. This is a time where all God’s people find unity.

RECEIVING OF HOLY COMMUNION
(P] The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

COMMUNION BLESSING

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
God’s grace.

Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for
sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be

his body in the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth
and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen
BLESSING

(P) Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG “O Beautiful For Spacious Skies” ELW 888
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Confirmation: We have finished our study of the Apostle’s Creed and The Twelve
which means we are off for the summer. The informational meeting will be held on
Rally Sunday, September 13, 2026 after the church service in the Youth Room. If you
have any questions, please contact Shawn Kuhlemeier.



CONTACT INFORMATION This Week at St. John’s
Interim Pastor

Pastor Len Hoffmann Sunday, May 31, 2026
815-975-4740 -
9a Worsh
prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com a WOrsHip
Parish Administrator: Tuesday., June 2, 2026
DJ Scott 9a Dominoes in Luther Hall
E-mail: prshadmin@gmail.com
Wednesday., June 3, 2026
Church Office 7:30a Men’s Breakfast at The Beltline Cafe
815-443-2215
Box 234
229 S First St Sunclag, June 7,2026
Pearl City, I 61062 [Hosea 5:15-6:6 Fsalm50:7-15
Mon., Wed., Fri. 6-11 AM Romans 4:13-25
St. John’s Website Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
www.stjohnspearlcity.org

The social ministry committee would like to thank everyone for their generous donations
to the ELCA Good Gifts project. We collected $1826.69 which was $271.69 over our
goal of $1555.00. We will be purchasing additional items with the extra funds that were
raised. Below is a list of all items that will be purchased and we will be using the
additional funds for the last three items on the list. Thanks once again for all your
support of this ministry.

Family Farm-$715.00

(7) Honeybee colonies-$140.00

(10) Water filters- $300.00

(10) Vaccinations- $300.00

(4) Food for 4 orphaned children for a month-$100.00
(1) Feed 50 people at a soup kitchen- $100.00

(2) Goats- $100.00

Give where most needed: $71.69

VBS: We will be joining Zion Church again this year which will be July 12" — 16"
from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. More information to follow. If you have any questions, please
contact Grace Heimerdinger-Baake or DJ in the church office.

Sunday School: Summer is here and we are on break until Rally Sunday, September 13,
2026. We are always looking for volunteers to help teach. The curriculum is written for
you and is easy to follow. If you feel that you would like to volunteer, please speak with
Shawn, Morgan, Theresa, or Grace. Have a wonderful summer.



Womens Gathering Nows ...

*Women’s Gathering has dish cloths for sale. They are $1.50 each. Contact the church
office or Lynda Palmer if you are interested.

*Prayer Shawl Outreach will meet on Sunday, June 7™. Start a shawl/quilt or work on
one already started. Someone will be available to help.

*Women's Gathering Summer Brunch & Bible Study will be on Wednesday, July 22"
at 9AM. at Karen Bremmer's home (313 Walgren Rd., P.C.) A sign-up sheet will be on
the lobby bulletin board. Please sign-up by July 19™. The food will be furnished by the
Women's Gathering Board. All women are welcome.

*The 13" Triennial Women of the ELCA Convention at Des Moines, IA will be on July
16-19. Registration is $525 plus lodging. The deadline to register is June 21%. St.
John’s has a scholarship available if you are interested.

*The Women's Gathering hosted a reception in Luther Hall for the Pearl City High
School graduates/members, Brandon Hille and Kameron Downs on May 17™. Quilts
were given to them during the service that were made by the Prayer Shawl

committee. Thank you to Lynda Palmer, Lee Frey and Kathy Hillmer for their help.
*Women's Gathering will have a Sit N Sew in Luther Hall on Tuesday June 23™ at
9AM. Projects will be worked on (not all sewing). Please bring a sack lunch. Coffee
and drink will be provided.

*The Women's Gathering will lead the Outdoor Worship Service on Sunday, August
2"* at the Pearl City Park District shelter house at 9AM. (Pastor will be on

vacation). There will be special music. Donuts, rolls, juice and coffee will be available
by the Women’s Gathering from 8:30 - 8:50AM. We will also lead the worship on
Sunday, November 22" when Pastor is on vacation.

*The Women’s Gathering Annual meeting and dinner will be on Tuesday, August 11"
at 6PM. More information coming in July!

*We have been asked to host the NW Conference Women of the ELCA Retreat. The
Board decided to host the Spring Retreat on Tuesday, April 20, 2027 at 9AM. (replace
our monthly bible study.) Program to be decided.

*Eating Out will not meet during the summer months.

Jean Koch will celebrate her 100™ birthday on June 17", There will be an open house on
Saturday, June 27" , at St. John U.C.C., 1010 S. Park Blvd., Freeport, IL, from 1-4 P.M.
Please shower Jean with cards. If you are unable to attend, please send a card to Jean
Koch, 1234 S. Park Blvd., Room 110, Freeport, IL 61032.

Don’t forget that we are still playing dominoes on the first Tuesday of each month form
9AM-Noon. The next one is on Tuesday, June 2" Also, we are still playing cards and
dominoes on the second and fourth Thursday of each month from 1-3:30PM. The next
date will be on Thursday, June 11"



Date Greeter(s) Usher(s) Lector

) . Andrew
June 7 April Eberle Doris Kness Gronewold
Acolyte(s) Tech Support W W %
HAPPY.BIRTHDAY!
Jonah Schubert Cara Brinkmeier ) 0 )

Happy Birthday!
Fred Mather Kay DePiisco  Delilak Klofternn  Buygant Smangiassi
Colling Kempel  Kaylo (Schneider) Sellers

Grace Meal News. . .

A special thank you to everyone who helped with the May Grace Meal, Kris & Marion
Eden, Randy & Sandy Faust, Hendrix Feld, Juma and Junior, Cindy & Earl
Heimerdinger, Grace Heimerdinger-Baake, Jim Heimerdinger, Cathy Hoffmann, Lois
Hunsaker, Joan Klatt, Craig Lindquist, Judy & Rollin Nelson, Angie & Wayne Niehaus,
Marge Roiland, and DJ Scott. We served a total of 260 meals, 32 deliveries, and

228 curbside pickups.

The June Grace Meal will be on June 21*. To reserve your meals for that day, contact St.
John’s Lutheran Church by Thursday June 18" (815-443-2215). Meals can be picked up
between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on the 21*. The menu for the June Grace Meal will
be a pork chop, corn casserole, applesauce and chocolate pudding.

The Grace Meal Committee would like to thank the congregation for stepping up
and making financial donations to help the great ministry continue serving meals
each month. If you think you can help prepare or serve a meal talk to Kris Eden,
Marge Roiland, or Lois Hunsaker!

PEARL CITY HEALTHY WOLVES FOOD PROGRAM

Provides backpacks filled with nutritious meals and snacks for school aged children
K-12 for the weekend. We are currently sending 25 backpacks each week. The
cost of supplies runs about $8.00 per backpack, per week. Donations of financial
support are needed. Please contact Theresa Albers if you have any questions.

TO DONATE ONLINE: http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving Scroll down to
these instructions: On-line Giving: Click here to give now in the form of a credit or
debit card to St. John's. This is a safe, secure and quick method to give to our
ministries from anywhere at any time. On-line giving offers you the ability to do a
onetime transaction or set-up a recurring transaction. This option allows members
and non-members alike to give to the ministries of St. John's. You will be able to
select "Healthy Wolves" for your gift designation.



http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbclBXEinoW1QHJhCSD_SsIAiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQs0CQKpn7pP9ju_cmI9lQNE=&ver=3

