
ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

“Ever Loving, Caring Always” 

Time After Pentecost 
Pastor Len Hoffmann presiding 

Synod Assembly Temple Talk 

June 21, 2026 

Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers. 

Please join us for a time of fellowship  after the worship service in  Luther 
Hall.  Refreshments will be provided.  

Worship Services: 
  Sundays  9:00 am 
 

Interim Pastor 
Pastor Len Hoffmann 
815-975-4740 
prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com 
Church office hours: 
  Mon., Wed., Fri.  7AM-Noon 

Parish Administrator 
DJ Scott 
   prshadmin@gmail.com 

Church Address: 
  PO Box 234    229 S First St  
  Pearl City, IL 61062 

Church Phone:  
  815-443-2215 
 

Building Hours: 
  The building will only be open 
when the office is open 



Serving Us Today 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Len Hoffmann  Acolyte: Diem Gronewold Organist:  Karen 

Bremmer Lector:  Chad Bremmer Assisting Minister:  Carlito Ramos  Greeter:  Chad & 

Deb Bremmer family Ushers:  Andrew & Ashley Gronewold family  Sound Board:  Jonah 

Schubert Counters: Mike Palmer, Joan Klatt, Judy Nelson Sacristan: Kris Liebenstein 

and Nancy Trampel 

P  Pastor   C  Congregation     L  Lector  A  Assisting Minister 

WELCOME 

Introduction to the Day 

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of 
rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his 
words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each 
hair on our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, 
God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled 
with holy food, we are sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world. 
 
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY TEMPLE TALK                                     Leann Heimerdinger 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Compassionate God,  

C we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is 
light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins 
are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

C Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN           “This Is My Father’s World”     ELW 824 



GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P Let us pray.  Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and 
not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, 
to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 

(Please be seated) 
 
FIRST READING    Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and 
persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his 
enemies and commits his life into God’s hands. 

L A reading from Jeremiah, the twentieth chapter. 

L O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, 
and you have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks 
me. For whenever I speak, I must cry out; I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For 
the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. If I say, 
“I will not mention him or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is 
something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I 
cannot. For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us 
denounce him!” All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can 
be enticed, and we can prevail against him and take our revenge on him.” But 
the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and 
they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their 
eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous; you 
see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have 
committed my cause. Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of 
the needy from the hands of evildoers. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 



PSALM     Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18  
L Let us say the Psalm responsively 

L Surely, for your sake I have suffered reproach, and shame has covered my face.  

C I have become a stranger to my own kindred, an alien to my mother’s 
children.  

L Zeal for your house has eaten me up; the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen 
upon me.  

C I humbled myself with fasting, but that was turned to my reproach. 

L I put on sackcloth also, and became a byword among them.  

C Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, and the drunkards 
make songs about me.  

L But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have set, O Lord: “In 
your great mercy, O God, answer me with your unfailing help.  

C Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; let me be rescued from those 
who hate me and out of the deep waters.  

L Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swallow me up; 
do not let the pit shut its mouth upon me.  

C Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; in your great compassion, turn 
to me.  

L Hide not your face from your servant; be swift and answer me, for I am in 
distress.  

C Draw near to me and redeem me; because of my enemies deliver me.  

SECOND READING Romans 6:1b-11 
 
In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We 
have been made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin. 

L A reading from Romans, the sixth chapter 

L Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? By no means! How 
can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we were buried with 
him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from 
sin. But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that  



P [Jesus said to the twelve:] “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above 
the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 
malign those of his household! “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that 
will not be uncovered and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you 
in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the 
housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the 
one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of 
your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 
sparrows. “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven, but whoever denies me before others, I also 
will deny before my Father in heaven. “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to 
the earth; I have not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to set a man 
against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law, and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. “Whoever 
loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please be seated.) 

SERMON 

REFLECTION SONG   “Will You Come and Follow Me?” (vs. 1, 3, & 5) ELW 798 

(Please stand as you are able) 
GOSPEL    Matthew 10:24-39 
Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. 
However, he assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is 
found in Christ. 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion 
over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God.  



(Please stand as you are able) 
APOSTLES’ CREED           ELW PAGE 127 

(Please be seated.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

A Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of 
the world. 

(A brief silence.)  

A Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake. 
Strengthen your church to follow you in the face of difficulty. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating 
birds, endangered species, and their natural habitats. Empower us to care for your 
creation. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with 
marginalized identities to whom we have not shown the abounding love of Jesus. Bring 
an end to oppression and bigotry in all forms. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability. 

Comfort those experiencing any sort of illness or suffering (especially). God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 

A Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray 
especially for fathers and father figures, that they show your compassion and care. We 
pray for all for whom this day is difficult or painful. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Merciful God, remember all who are confined to their homes and health care 
centers from our community and congregation.  Today we pray for Richard 
Brinkmeier, Lori Miller, Janis Kampmeier, Verda Werkheiser, Carol Byers, Gina 
Boop, Ron Fluegel, Louise Cuccio, Donna Freedlund, and Connie Melville.  God of 
grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Faithful God, we give thanks for saints who have claimed their baptismal 
promises. May we follow their example of faith and service. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
 

P Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken 
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 

C Amen.  



PEACE  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you.      

P Let us share signs of peace with one another.  

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us 
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 
and forever. 

C Amen.  

DIALOGUE                                                                                             ELW Page 152 

PREFACE 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY              ELW Page 153 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

    Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

    Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming 
in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen.  



INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
Communion instruction – as we gather for Holy Communion, you will come down the 
center aisle, receive the bread and cup, and return by the side aisle. Wine is the dark 
liquid and grape juice is the light liquid in the center ring.  If you wish to receive gluten 
free, it is available. Please ask. If you wish to only receive a blessing, please come 
forward with your arms crossed. This is a time where all God’s people find unity. 

BLESSING  
 

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 
always. 

C Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts 
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C Amen 

RECEIVING OF HOLY COMMUNION  

P The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen.  
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
God’s grace. 

C Amen. 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER               ELW Page 154 

SENDING SONG              “Give Me Jesus”  (vs. 1, 3, & 5)                      ELW 770 

DISMISSAL  
 

A Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C Thanks be to God. From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 
2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg For-
tress Liturgies Annual License #28059 



CONTACT  INFORMATION 
 

Interim Pastor 
Pastor Len Hoffmann 
815-975-4740 
prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com 
 
 

Parish Administrator:   
DJ Scott 
E-mail:  prshadmin@gmail.com 
 
 

Church Office 
815-443-2215 

Box 234 
229 S First St  
Pearl City, IL 61062 
 
Mon., Wed., Fri.  7AM-Noon 
 

St. John’s Website 
www.stjohnspearlcity.org 

This Week at St. John’s 
Sunday, June 21, 2026 

9a Worship 

10:30a Grace Meal 

 
Tuesday, June 23, 2026  

9a Sit N Sew 

 
Wednesday, June 24, 2026 

JULY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 
Thursday, June 25, 2026 

1p  Cards & Dominoes 

Sunday,  June 28, 2026 

Jeremiah 28:5-9      Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18      

Romans 6:12-23      Matthew 10:40-42 

The Social Ministry Committee starts their ELCA Good Gifts project on April 12th. This 
project will continue through May 17th. This project is a collection to purchase items out 
of the ELCA Good Gifts catalog to benefit people around the world.  The goals for this 
project are as follows: 
Family Farm- $715.00 This includes a cow, a couple of goats, a dozen chicks, two pigs, 
farming tools, seeds, and agricultural training. 
(7) Honeybee colonies- $20.00 each for a total of $140.00 
(10) Water filters-$30.00 each for a total of $300.00 
(10) Vaccinations- $30.00 each for a total of $300.00 
 (4)  Food for 4 orphaned children for one month-$25.00 each for a total of $100.00 
Total of goals for this project: $1555.00 
Thank you in advance for your support of this important ministry 
The total amount collected was $1826.69!  That was $271.69 over the goal!  The 
committee would like to thank everyone for stepping up and helping us reach out goal for 
this year!! 

VBS:  We will be joining Zion Church again this year which will be July 12th – 16th 
from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  More information to follow.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Grace Heimerdinger-Baake or DJ in the church office. 



Women’s Gathering News . . .  

Don’t forget that we are still playing dominoes on the first Tuesday of each month form 
9AM-Noon.  The next one is on Tuesday, July 7th. Also, we are still playing cards and 
dominoes on the second and fourth Thursday of each month from 1-3:30PM.  The next 
date will be on Thursday, June 25th. 

*Women’s Gathering has dish cloths for sale.  They are $1.50 each.  Contact the church 
office or Lynda Palmer if you are interested.  
*Prayer Shawl Outreach will meet on Sunday, August 2nd.  Start a shawl/quilt or work 
on one already started.  Someone will be available to help. 
*Women's Gathering Summer Brunch & Bible Study will be on Wednesday, July 22nd 
at 9AM. at Karen Bremmer's home (313 Walgren Rd., P.C.)  A sign-up sheet will be on 
the lobby bulletin board.  Please sign-up by July 19th. The food will be furnished by the 
Women's Gathering Board.  All women are welcome. 
*The 13th Triennial Women of the ELCA Convention at Des Moines, IA will be on July 
16-19.  Registration is $525 plus lodging.  The deadline to register is June 21st.  St. 
John’s has a scholarship available if you are interested. 
*Women's Gathering will have a Sit N Sew in Luther Hall on Tuesday June 23rd at 
9AM.  Projects will be worked on (not all sewing).  Please bring a sack lunch.  Coffee 
and drink will be provided. 
*The Women's Gathering will lead the Outdoor Worship Service on Sunday, August 
2nd at the Pearl City Park District shelter house at 9AM. (Pastor will be on 
vacation).  There will be special music.  Donuts, rolls, juice and coffee will be available 
by the Women’s Gathering from 8:30 - 8:50AM.    We will also lead the worship on 
Sunday, November 22nd when Pastor is on vacation. 
*The Women’s Gathering Annual meeting and dinner will be on Tuesday, August 11th 

at 6PM.  More information coming in July! 
*We have been asked to host the NW Conference Women of the ELCA Retreat.  The 
Board decided to host the Spring Retreat on Tuesday, April 20, 2027 at 9AM. (replace 
our monthly bible study.)  Program to be decided. 
*Eating Out will not meet during the summer months.   

Sunday School:  Summer is here and we are on break until Rally Sunday, September 13, 
2026.  We are always looking for volunteers to help teach.  The curriculum is written for 
you and is easy to follow.  If you feel that you would like to volunteer, please speak with 
Shawn, Morgan, Theresa, or Grace.  Have a wonderful summer.  

Jean Koch will celebrate her 100th birthday on June 17th. There will be an open house on 
Saturday, June 27th , at St. John U.C.C., 1010 S. Park Blvd., Freeport, IL, from 1-4 P.M. 
Please shower Jean with cards. If you are unable to attend, please send a card to Jean 
Koch, 1234 S. Park Blvd., Room 110, Freeport, IL 61032. 



Date  Greeter(s) Usher(s) Lector 

June 28 Stuart & Shawn Kuhlemeier Jane Boop Theresa Snetcher 

Acolyte(s) Tech Support 

Welden Snetcher George Snetcher 

Happy Birthday! 
Megan (Lawler) Marroquin    Amand (Erbsen) Kloften 

Jacqueline Smith    Gwendolyn Scott    Michelle Earlenbaugh    Ainsley Sorgi 

A special thank you to everyone who helped with the May Grace Meal, Kris & Marion 
Eden, Randy & Sandy Faust, Hendrix Feld, Juma and Junior, Cindy & Earl 
Heimerdinger, Grace Heimerdinger-Baake, Jim Heimerdinger, Cathy Hoffmann, Lois 
Hunsaker, Joan Klatt, Craig Lindquist, Judy & Rollin Nelson, Angie & Wayne Niehaus, 
Marge Roiland, and DJ Scott.  We served a total of 260 meals, 32 deliveries, and 
228 curbside pickups.  
 
The June Grace Meal will be on June 21st. To reserve your meals for that day, contact St. 
John’s Lutheran Church by Thursday June 18th (815-443-2215). Meals can be picked up 
between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on the 21st.  The menu for the June Grace Meal will 
be a pork chop, corn casserole, applesauce and chocolate pudding.  
 
The Grace Meal Committee would like to thank the congregation for stepping up 
and making financial donations to help the great ministry continue serving meals 
each month. If you think you can help prepare or serve a meal talk to Kris Eden, 
Marge Roiland, or Lois Hunsaker! 

Grace Meal News. . . 

Confirmation:  We have finished our study of the Apostle’s Creed and The Twelve 
which means we are off for the summer.  The informational meeting will be held on 
Rally Sunday, September 13, 2026 after the church service in the Youth Room.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Shawn Kuhlemeier.  



PEARL CITY HEALTHY WOLVES FOOD PROGRAM 
Provides backpacks filled with nutritious meals and snacks for school aged children 
K-12 for the weekend. We are currently sending 25 backpacks each week. The 
cost of supplies runs about $8.00 per backpack, per week. Donations of financial 
support are needed. Please contact Theresa Albers if you have any questions.  
TO DONATE ONLINE: http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving  Scroll down to 
these instructions: On-line Giving: Click here to give now in the form of a credit or 
debit card to St. John's. This is a safe, secure and quick method to give to our 
ministries from anywhere at any time. On-line giving offers you the ability to do a 
onetime transaction or set-up a recurring transaction. This option allows members 
and non-members alike to give to the ministries of St. John's. You will be able to 
select “Healthy Wolves” for your gift designation.  

Thank you to Doris Kness, Nancy Trampel, Nancy Boop, Joan Klatt, and Deb Mather 
for donating their time to the Pearl City Food Pantry in May.  Also thanks to all who 
donate food items and money to keep this community service project available.  There is 
a need as 14 families were able to take 35 bags of groceries to help feed their 
families.    Our church will be working at the Food Pantry in October so will be needing 
volunteers again at that time.  Thank you all! 

http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbclBXEinoW1QHJhCSD_SsIAiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQs0CQKpn7pP9ju_cmI9lQNE=&ver=3

