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July
Festivals and Commemorations

On July 4™ we celebrate and commemorate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, otherwise known as the birth of our nation.

On our church calendar we have celebrations and commemorations, too. Each month there are days set aside to
remember various well-known and lesser-known saints, who are recognized for their gifts and contributions to
the church. Some of these saints’ days have been long established, while others are of more recent memory.
Here are the saints recognized in the month of July:

July 1 — Catherine Winkworth died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866; hymn translators.

July 3 — Thomas the Apostle

July 6 — Jan Hus, martyr, died 1415. He was burned at the stake for trying to reform the Catholic church.

July 11 — Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540. Founder of modern monasticism and
the Benedictine Order.

July 12 — Nathan Soderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931. He won the Nobel Peace prize for his pioneering
work in the ecumenical movement and for promoting world peace.

July 17 — Bartolome Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566.
July 22 — Mary Magdalene, Apostle.

July 23 — Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373. She was known for trying to reform the
Medieval church.

July 25 — St. James, Apostle

July 28 — Johann Sebastian Bach died 1750; Heinrich Schutz, died 1672; George Frederick Handel, died 1759;
musicians.

July 29 — Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany
Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030. He died in battle attempting to unify Norway
and establish the Christian faith.

Each month there are dates of Festivals and commemorations. They may be found in the ELW. I hope you check
some out and Google them for more information.

Blessed July Celebrations Pastor Len




SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS!!

Sunday School: Summer is here and we are on break until Rally Sunday, September rL')Z,

13,2026. We are always looking for volunteers to help teach. The curriculum is 2o jyh

written for you and is easy to follow. If you feel that you would like to volunteer, Y

please speak with Shawn, Morgan, Theresa, or Grace. Have a wonderful summer. f;?_s““: e @ I
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The Stephenson County Veterans Pantry in Lena is in need of paper towels, toilet paper,
laundry soap, body wash, liquid hand soap, deodorant, shaving cream & razors, peanut
butter & jelly, cans of chicken, ham, and tuna. They also will accept gas and grocery gift
cards. Donations can be brought to Lena American Legion Home on Saturdays from 10-11
AM. ltis located at 316 W. Main Street in Lena. All donations are welcome!
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The Grace Meal committee is always looking for people to help prepare and
serve the monthly meals! If you think that this is something you could commit
to, talk to Marge Roiland, Lois Hunsaker, or Kris Eden! We meet the first
Sunday of the month to discuss the upcoming meals! You don’t have to know
any recipes—just be able to help prepare and serve. Thanks.

e Don’t forget that everyone is welcome to come to dominoes on the first Tuesday of
ey every month from 9AM to Noon. The next two will be July 7™ and August 4™, Invite
? others! Cards and dominoes are played on the second and fourth Thursday of each
“" month from 1:00-3:30 PM as well. The next dates for that will be July 9" and 23!
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If you would like to give to St. John’s using a debit or credit card, use this QR code to make a
donation. This is a one-time donation, but if you would like to set up a reoccurring donation to St.
John’s from your checking or saving account, there is a form for this in the office that you can fill
out to do that. Thank you for supporting the ministries of St. John’s!

St. John's Giving page QR code

— We will be joining Zion Community Church again this year for Vacation Bible School! It will be July
= 12" — 16™ from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. More information to follow. If you have any questions, please
contact Grace Heimerdinger-Baake or DJ in the church office. To register you child or grandchild, go

. * to the Zion Community Church Facebook page for their electronic sign up form. If you have difficulty
doing this contact DJ in the office and he can help you register or do it for you!

The Stewardship/Outreach Committee would like to hear your Faith Story. Tell us

what brought you to St. John’s! Tell us what kept you coming back! Tell us about

the moment you really felt you belonged here! Tell us your Faith Story! This fall, F A

we will put all the stories we receive together in a booklet for all to see. Maybe we

will post them on the windows in the Narthex. We might also ask a few people to S O R | E S
share their story during a Temple Talk in October. We want to hear from as many

of you as we can. If any of our younger members would rather draw a picture
instead of writing a story, we would love to see those as well!!

for donating their time to the Pearl City Food Pantry in May. Also thanks to all who
donate food items and money to keep this community service project available. There is
aneed as 14 families were able to take 35 bags of groceries to help feed their

PANIKY families. Our church will be working at the Food Pantry in October so will be needing
volunteers again at that time. Thank you all!

E 0 0 D Thank you to Doris Kness, Nancy Trampel, Nancy Boop, Joan Klatt, and Deb Mather




Confirmation News. . .

Confirmation: We have finished our study of the Apostle’s Creed and The Twelve
which means we are off for the summer. The informational meeting will be held
on Rally Sunday, September 13, 2026 after the church service in the Youth
Room. If you have any questions, please contact Shawn Kuhlemeier.

Date Acolytes Tech Support
July § Kolton Kampmeier Carlito Ramos
If you can not help when
July 12 Hudson Voss Eli Bremmer you are scheduled,
please email the church
) office of who your
July 19 Kooper Kampmeier Clayton Downs replacement is. Thank
you!
July 26 Welden Snetcher Sawyer Williams (prshadmin@gmail.com)
Aug. 2 Outdoor service Outdoor service
Duties of the Church for July 2026
Date Greeters Ushers Lector XVo.r ship
ssistant
July 5 Randy & Sandy Faust Jenaro Rart{;c;ziic] Jean Lutz Kris Eden Ethan Bremmer
July 12 | Chad & Deb Bremmer family Marion & Kris Eden Chris Kempel Kris Eden
July 19 Sara & Arianna Schoenhard Earl & Cmdy Kathy Hillmer Kim Williams
family Heimerdinger
July 26 Janet Ferguson Stuart & Shawn Lynda Palmer | Karen Bremmer
Kuhlemeier
Aug. 2 Ken & Kathy Hillmer Theresa Snetcher family | Morgan Scharping| April Eberle

Organist: Karen Bremmer/Kathy Hillmer

Counters: Joan Klatt, Kathy Albrecht, and Jean Lutz



Men’s Breakfast. . .

The Men’s Breakfast 1s on the first Wednesday of the month, The next two

are July 1" and August 5". They are meeting at The Beltline Cafe in Freeport
at 7:30 AM. See you there!
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Grace Meal News. . .

A special thank you to everyone who helped with the June Grace Meal, Larry Buettner, Dennis Downs, Kris &
Marion Eden, Randy & Sandy Faust, Janet Ferguson, Hendrix Feld, Kris Feld, Earl Heimerdinger, Drew
Heimerdinger, Grace Heimerdinger-Baake, Jim Heimerdinger, Cathy Hoffmann, Lois Hunsaker, Joan & Marvin
Klatt, Craig Lindquist, Judy & Rollin Nelson, Marge Roiland, and DJ Scott. We served a total of 264 meals, 28
deliveries, and 236 curbside pickups.

The July Grace Meal will be on July 19™. To reserve your meals for that day, contact St. John’s Lutheran Church
by Thursday July 16™ (815-443-2215). Meals can be picked up between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on the
19", The menu for the July Grace Meal will be a brat, bun, baked beans, diced peaches and cake.

The Grace Meal Committee would like to thank the congregation for stepping up and making financial
donations to help the great ministry continue serving meals each month. If you think you can help prepare
or serve a meal talk to Kris Eden, Marge Roiland, or Lois Hunsaker!

_—— Have you ever wondered what goes on at the Church Council meetings each

a 4
8- .E? ~z» month? All the papers and forms discussed at each month’s meeting are

/M " " posted on the bulletin board right outside of Luther Hall! Check it out and
Lyl A

ask questions if you have them.

Worship Services. . .

Worship services will continue to be held at St. John'’s in our sanctuary and live on Facebook. You are
welcome to stop at the church on Friday or Saturday before worship and pick up a bulletin. The worship
service online will be a complete service. The upcoming bulletin and the past three weeks of bulletins and
announcements are now online at http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/bulletins-sermons.

If you have a Facebook Account: You will be accessing the church’s Facebook at St. John’s Lutheran
Church. (You will see the 125th Anniversary Quilt.) If you Don’t have a Facebook Account: You may
access the livestream via the St. John’s website at www.StJohnsPearlCity.org. On the top right of the website
has our Facebook page icon and you may click on it there.

Church Giving. . .

The church'’s ability to do ministry is dependent upon your regular
gifts. St. John's is able to continue in the mission of the Church
because of your faithfulness and financial commitment. While you
may be joining us from worship at home, you can give online here:
http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving Other easy ways to give can
also be found on our website by clicking on the GIVING tab.

"We love because he first loved us." 1 Johw 4:19



http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving?fbclid=IwAR0xaT81_8Z_ReqIESw418sJ4gVE9ToaiehAZqNXsoufTSMfX-32P1YAhxs

Financial Committee Report. ..

Both the Current Fund and the Improvement Fund finished 2025 on a positive note with income
exceeding expenses, and both funds are in good status heading into 2026. Thank you to the congregation
for your generous giving and your continued support of St. John's

Income vs Expense Comparison by Month

Current Fund Jan Febh Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
Income 11,858.77 12,461.76 9,888.77 10,341.92 9,162.39 53,713.61
Expense 12,131.75 11,259.97 11,751.12 11,842.02 11,470.71 58,455.57
Difference -272.98 1,201.79 -1,862.35 -1,500.10 -2,308.32 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -4,741.96
Improvement Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
Income 3,281.00 820.00 820.00 710.00 1,110.00 6,741.00
Expense 747.50 399.18 88.99 455.00 0.00 1,690.67
Difference 2,533.50 420.82 731.01 255.00 1,110.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5,050.33
Grace Meal Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
income 265.00 165.55 932.41 576.13 309.48 2,248.57
Expense 953.99 969.52 121.45 0.83 1,076.45 3,122.24
Difference -688.99  -803.97 810.96 575.30 -766.97 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -873.67
Healthy Wolves Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
Income 330.00 430.00 730.00 400.00 370.00 2,260.00
Expense 784.08 1,018.83 485.79 588.49 406.11 3,283.30
Difference -454.08 -588.83 24421  -188.49 -36.11 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -1,023.30

Our Friends at Home . .

No one likes to be inside all the time. However we have many friends and members who are unable to attend
services or activities with us. Please take a few moments to remember then by sending a small note, or a
phone call. Let them know we are thinking of them. It only takes a few moments to brighten up someone's
day. Contact the office at 815-443-2215 or email at prshadmin@gmail.com for address info.

Richard Brinkmeier Ron Fluegel Connie Melville Carol Byers
Janis Kampmeier Lori Miller Verda Werkheiser Louise Cuccio
Gina Boop Donna Freedlund

If you decided to continue to use envelopes for your giving to St.
John’s, the next box of envelopes are on the table in the Narthex.
This box of envelopes runs from July 2026 through June 2027.

OFFERING

ko "o Z "~ Please pick up your envelopes whenever you get a chance. If
— G “% | you see a box of envelopes for someone you will see soon,
E-mal hearful girss. please take them their box as well. If you don’t see a box with

Giving cnline or by text is easy! Vist calvarychapeifalbrook comigiving, to get started today

you name on it and want one, let DJ know.



Women’s Gathering Ministries . .

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard — bring BABY WIPES
Food Pantry donations: any item

Starting the EMAIL Prayer Chain: To start the email prayer chain, contact Karen Bremmer at (815 443 2478
or 815 821 4698) or email at rkbremmer@gmail.com You may also contact the church office at 815 443-2215
(please leave a message as they are checked after hours, etc.) or email at prshadmin@gmail.com. . If you are
not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be included, please contact the church office.

*Women’s Gathering has dish cloths for sale. They are $1.50 each. Contact the church office or Lynda Palmer if
you are interested.

*Prayer Shawl Outreach will meet on Sunday, August 2™, Start a shawl/quilt or work on one already started.
Someone will be available to help.

*Women's Gathering Summer Brunch & Bible Study will be on Wednesday, July 15™ at 9AM. at Karen Bremmer's
home (313 Walgren Rd., P.C.) A sign-up sheet will be on the lobby bulletin board. Please sign-up by July 12, The
food will be furnished by the Women's Gathering Board. All women are welcome.

*The 13" Triennial Women of the ELCA Convention at Des Moines, IA will be on July 16-19. Registration is
$525 plus lodging. The deadline to register is June 21%. St. John’s has a scholarship available if you are interested.
*The Women's Gathering will lead the Outdoor Worship Service on Sunday, August 2" at the Pearl City Park
District shelter house at 9AM. (Pastor will be on vacation). There will be special music. Donuts, rolls, juice and
coffee will be available by the Women’s Gathering from 8:30 - 8:50AM. We will also lead the worship on
Sunday, November 22" when Pastor is on vacation.

*The Women’s Gathering Annual meeting and dinner will be on Tuesday, August 11™ at 6PM. More information
coming in July!

*We have been asked to host the NW Conference Women of the ELCA Retreat. The Board decided to host the
Spring Retreat on Tuesday, April 20, 2027 at 9AM. (replace our monthly bible study.) Program to be decided.
*Eating Out will not meet during the summer months.

*Thank you to Kris Eden, Marilyn Smital, Janet Ferguson, Carla Personette, Lee Frey, Karen Bremmer and Lynda
Palmer for helping at the Sit N Sew on Tuesday, June 23™. It was great working on projects and getting some
done. Women's Gathering appreciates the leadership of Lynda Palmer to organize our Sit N Sew days.

. The Healthy Wolves backpack ministry is very thankful for your continuing financial

=% support. Without you, we would not be able to supply weekend meals for those in

st 49 need. The number of students needing help is twice the amount of last school year.
i) You are indeed a blessing to our community.

The social ministry committee will be starting their school supply
collection on July 12", This collection will continue through
August 9", Ttems needed are 2 pocket folders, pencils, colored
pencils, markers, crayons, glue, erasers, Clorox wipes, Kleenex,
hand sanitizer, computer mice, double AA batteries for computer
mice, printer paper, backpacks, and any other basic school supplies.
Monetary donations will also be accepted. Please make checks out
to St. Johns and indicate that it is for school supplies. Thank you in
advance for your donations.



tel:%28815%20443%202478
tel:815%20821%204698
mailto:rkbremmer@gmail.com
tel:815%20443-2215
mailto:prshadmin@gmail.com




July 2026

See an updated and complete calendar throughout the month at
www.stjohnspearlcity.org

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
May 28 29 30 July 1 2 3 4
9a Worship 7:30a Men’s Breakfast
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9a Worship 7p 4-H meeting 9a Dominoes 1p Cards &
10a Grace Meal meeting Dominoes
10a Property meeting
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9a Worship 6p American Legion 9a Women’s Gathering 8a Grace Meal
10a Stewardship/Outreach meeting | Auxiliary meeting Summer Brunch prep
10a Memorial/Finance meeting 7p Council meeting
10a Helping Hands meeting
6p 4-H Meeting
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9a Worship 1p Cards &
10:30a Grace Meal Dominoes
26 27 28 29 30 31 Aug. 1
9a Worship NEWSLETTER 8a Lions Club
DEADLINE meeting
July Birthdays
3 Cole Miller 13 Kolby Kempel 31 Brandon Hille
6 Brenda Hass 14 Lynda Palmer
Donnie Miller 15 Brayden Heimerdinger
Shane Becker 16 Brock Kloften
7 Chet Brinkmeier 17 Amy Roling
Colton Gronewold 18 Marvin Klatt
8 Shyanna Ditzler 23 Cody Pitts
Peyton Brudi Cara Brinkmeier
10 Benjamin Bremmer 24 Ryan Potter
Benjamin Miller Reese Montgomery
Alex Hansen 27 Ron DePrisco
12 Tina Boop 28 Stacey Block
Kenner Brinkmeier 29 Baylee Schimetz




