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  Mon., Wed., Fri.  7AM-Noon 
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Serving Us Today 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Len Hoffmann  Acolyte: Kolton Kampmeier Organist:  Karen 

Bremmer Lector:  Kris Eden Assisting Minister:  Ethan Bremmer  Greeter:  Randy & 

Sany Faust Ushers:  Jenaro Ramos & Jean Lutz family  Sound Board:  Carlito Ramos 

Counters: Mike Palmer, Joan Klatt, Judy Nelson Sacristan: Kris Liebenstein and Nancy 

Trampel 

P  Pastor   C  Congregation     L  Lector  A  Assisting Minister 

WELCOME 

Introduction to the Day 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. The 
prophet describes an everlasting realm that contrasts with earthly nations, one marked by 
peace, humility, and freedom. Jesus associates with those excluded from the religious 
community. Like Paul, we struggle with selfish desires; we lament flawed systems; and 
we seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather around word, water, and meal by 
Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Here we find rest for our souls 
and hope for life in beloved community. 
 
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. 

C Amen. 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Gracious God,  

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN   “O Beautiful For Spacious Skies”                 ELW 888 

GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P Let us pray.  You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us 
for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe 
in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 

(Please be seated) 
 
FIRST READING    Zechariah 9:9-12 
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. 
Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of 
hope.” 

L A reading from Zechariah, the ninth chapter 

L Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your 
king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on 
a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse 
from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the 
nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the 
earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your 
prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 



PSALM     Psalm 145:8-14 

L Let us say the Psalm responsively 

L The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding 
in steadfast love.  

C Lord, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.  

L All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall bless you.  

C They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power,  

L that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your 
kingdom. 

C Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures 
throughout all ages. You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving 
in all your works.  

L The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.  

SECOND READING Romans 7:15-25a 
 
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and 
do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a 
futile existence. 

L A reading from Romans, the seventh chapter 

L I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 
very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in 
fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. For I know that the good 
does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at 
hand, but not the ability. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells 
within me. 
  So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body 
of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

L The word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God.  



P [Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] “To what will I compare this generation? It is 
like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute 
for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ “For John came 
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” Then he began to 
reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had been done because they did 
not repent. “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power 
done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for 
Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, 
you will be brought down to Hades. “For if the deeds of power done in you had been 
done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I tell you that on the day of 
judgment it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.” At that time 
Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

SERMON 

REFLECTION SONG                                   “God Bless America” 

 

(Please stand as you are able) 
APOSTLES’ CREED           ELW PAGE 127 

(Please stand as you are able) 
GOSPEL    Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. 
He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to 
offer. 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 



(Please be seated.) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 

A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

(A brief silence.)  
 

A Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every 
nation. Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. 
Overcome our timidity to witness and act in the public square when your purpose is 
being thwarted. Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center 
your people in the gospel. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the 
Atlantic to the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over 
many centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you 
have fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations. God of 
grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in 
your own divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a 
united people that delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of America 
marks its declaration of independence, give those whom we have entrusted with 
authority the spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and 
abroad, justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, 
who live with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace 
people seeking refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors 
fearing those they once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and 
need, especially these we name before you now (a brief silence). God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 

A Merciful God, remember all who are confined to their homes and health care 
centers from our community and congregation.  Today we pray for Richard 
Brinkmeier, Janis Kampmeier, Verda Werkheiser, Carol Byers, Gina Boop, Ron 
Fluegel, Louise Cuccio, Donna Freedlund, and Connie Melville.  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 



PEACE  
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you.      

P Let us share signs of peace with one another.  

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, 
fruitful vines and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in 
this land. Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion, serving 
your love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen.  

DIALOGUE                                                                                             ELW Page 152 

PREFACE 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY              ELW Page 153 

A We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, 
executed for protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and 
those who have died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed 
services, peace officers, advocates, and activists.  Gather us, together with those who 
have gone before us (especially), and with saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy 
city you have prepared. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken 
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 

C Amen.  



INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
Communion instruction – as we gather for Holy Communion, you will come down the 
center aisle, receive the bread and cup, and return by the side aisle. Wine is the dark 
liquid and grape juice is the light liquid in the center ring.  If you wish to receive gluten 
free, it is available. Please ask. If you wish to only receive a blessing, please come 
forward with your arms crossed. This is a time where all God’s people find unity. 

RECEIVING OF HOLY COMMUNION  

P The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen.  
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
God’s grace. 

C Amen. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

    Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

    Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming 
in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER               ELW Page 154 



BLESSING  
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 
have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 

CONTACT  INFORMATION 
 

Interim Pastor 
Pastor Len Hoffmann 
815-975-4740 
prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com 
 
 

Parish Administrator:   
DJ Scott 
E-mail:  prshadmin@gmail.com 
 
 

Church Office 
815-443-2215 

Box 234 
229 S First St  
Pearl City, IL 61062 
 
Mon., Wed., Fri.  7AM-Noon 
 

St. John’s Website 
www.stjohnspearlcity.org 

This Week at St. John’s 
 
Sunday, July 5, 2026 

9a Worship 

10a Grace Meal Committee meeting 

10a Property Committee meeting 
Monday, July 6, 2026 

7p 4-H Meeting 
Tuesday, July 7, 2026 

9a Dominoes in Luther Hall 
Thursday, July 9, 2026 

1p Cards & dominoes in Luther Hall 

Sunday,  July 12 2026 

Isaiah 55:10-13      Psalm 65:1-13      

Romans 8:1-11       

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

SENDING SONG                  “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory”     ELW 890 

DISMISSAL  
 

A Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 
2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
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Women’s Gathering News . . .  

Don’t forget that we are still playing dominoes on the first Tuesday of each month form 
9AM-Noon.  The next one is on Tuesday, July 7th. Also, we are still playing cards and 
dominoes on the second and fourth Thursday of each month from 1-3:30PM.  The next 
date will be on Thursday, July 9th! 

*Women’s Gathering has dish cloths for sale.  They are $1.50 each.  Contact the church 
office or Lynda Palmer if you are interested.  
*Prayer Shawl Outreach will meet on Sunday, August 2nd.  Start a shawl/quilt or work 
on one already started.  Someone will be available to help. 
*Women's Gathering Summer Brunch & Bible Study will be on Wednesday, July15th at 
9AM. at Karen Bremmer's home (313 Walgren Rd., P.C.)  A sign-up sheet will be on 
the lobby bulletin board.  Please sign-up by July 12th. The food will be furnished by the 
Women's Gathering Board.  All women are welcome. 
*The 13th Triennial Women of the ELCA Convention at Des Moines, IA will be on July 
16-19.  Registration is $525 plus lodging.  The deadline to register is June 21st.  St. 
John’s has a scholarship available if you are interested. 
*The Women's Gathering will lead the Outdoor Worship Service on Sunday, August 
2nd at the Pearl City Park District shelter house at 9AM. (Pastor will be on 
vacation).  There will be special music.  Donuts, rolls, juice and coffee will be available 
by the Women’s Gathering from 8:30 - 8:50AM.    We will also lead the worship on 
Sunday, November 22nd when Pastor is on vacation. 
*The Women’s Gathering Annual meeting and dinner will be on Tuesday, August 11th 

at 6PM.  More information coming in July! 
*We have been asked to host the NW Conference Women of the ELCA Retreat.  The 
Board decided to host the Spring Retreat on Tuesday, April 20, 2027 at 9AM. (replace 
our monthly bible study.)  Program to be decided. 
*Eating Out will not meet during the summer months.   
*Thank you to Kris Eden, Marilyn Smital, Janet Ferguson, Carla Personette, Lee Frey, 
Karen Bremmer and Lynda Palmer for helping at the Sit N Sew on Tuesday, June 
23rd.  It was great working on projects and getting some done.  Women's Gathering 
appreciates the  leadership of Lynda Palmer to organize our Sit N Sew days. 

Sunday School:  Summer is here and we are on break until Rally Sunday, September 13, 
2026.  We are always looking for volunteers to help teach.  The curriculum is written for 
you and is easy to follow.  If you feel that you would like to volunteer, please speak with 
Shawn, Morgan, Theresa, or Grace.  Have a wonderful summer.  

VBS:  We will be joining Zion Church again this year for Vacation Bible School! It will 
be July 12th – 16th from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  More information to follow.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Grace Heimerdinger-Baake or DJ in the church office.  To 
register you child or grandchild, go to the Zion Community Church Facebook page for 
their electronic sign up form. 



Date  Greeter(s) Usher(s) Lector 

July 12 Chad & Deb Bremmer family Marion & Kris Eden Chris Kempel 

Acolyte(s) Tech Support 

Hudson Voss Eli Bremmer 

Happy Birthday! 
Brenda Hass    Donnie Miller    Shane Becker    Chet Brinkmeier     

Colton Gronewold    Shyanna Ditzler    Peyton Brudi    Ben Bremmer 
Ben Miller    Alex Hansen 

A special thank you to everyone who helped with the June Grace Meal, Larry 
Buettner, Dennis Downs, Kris & Marion Eden, Randy & Sandy Faust, Janet Ferguson, 
Hendrix Feld, Kris Feld, Earl Heimerdinger, Drew Heimerdinger, Grace Heimerdinger-
Baake, Jim Heimerdinger, Cathy Hoffmann, Lois Hunsaker, Joan & Marvin Klatt, Craig 
Lindquist, Judy & Rollin Nelson, Marge Roiland, and DJ Scott.  We served a total 
of 264 meals, 28 deliveries, and 236 curbside pickups. 
  
The July Grace Meal will be on July 19th.  To reserve your meals for that day, contact St. 
John’s Lutheran Church by Thursday July 16th (815-443-2215). Meals can be picked up 
between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on the 19th.  The menu for the July Grace Meal will 
be a brat, bun, baked beans, diced peaches and cake.  
  
The Grace Meal Committee would like to thank the congregation for stepping up 
and making financial donations to help the great ministry continue serving meals 
each month. If you think you can help prepare or serve a meal talk to Kris Eden, 
Marge Roiland, or Lois Hunsaker! 

Grace Meal News. . . 

Confirmation:  We have finished our study of the Apostle’s Creed and The Twelve 
which means we are off for the summer.  The informational meeting will be held on 
Rally Sunday, September 13, 2026 after the church service in the Youth Room.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Shawn Kuhlemeier.  



PEARL CITY HEALTHY WOLVES FOOD PROGRAM 
Provides backpacks filled with nutritious meals and snacks for school aged children 
K-12 for the weekend. We are currently sending 25 backpacks each week. The 
cost of supplies runs about $8.00 per backpack, per week. Donations of financial 
support are needed. Please contact Theresa Albers if you have any questions.  
TO DONATE ONLINE: http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving  Scroll down to 
these instructions: On-line Giving: Click here to give now in the form of a credit or 
debit card to St. John's. This is a safe, secure and quick method to give to our 
ministries from anywhere at any time. On-line giving offers you the ability to do a 
onetime transaction or set-up a recurring transaction. This option allows members 
and non-members alike to give to the ministries of St. John's. You will be able to 
select “Healthy Wolves” for your gift designation.  

The Social Ministry Committee starts their ELCA Good Gifts project on April 12th. This 
project will continue through May 17th. This project is a collection to purchase items out 
of the ELCA Good Gifts catalog to benefit people around the world.  The goals for this 
project are as follows: 
Family Farm- $715.00 This includes a cow, a couple of goats, a dozen chicks, two pigs, 
farming tools, seeds, and agricultural training. 
(7) Honeybee colonies- $20.00 each for a total of $140.00 
(10) Water filters-$30.00 each for a total of $300.00 
(10) Vaccinations- $30.00 each for a total of $300.00 
 (4)  Food for 4 orphaned children for one month-$25.00 each for a total of $100.00 
Total of goals for this project: $1555.00 
Thank you in advance for your support of this important ministry 
The total amount collected was $1826.69!  That was $271.69 over the goal!  The 
committee would like to thank everyone for stepping up and helping us reach out goal for 
this year!! 

Thank you to Doris Kness, Nancy Trampel, Nancy Boop, Joan Klatt, and Deb Mather 
for donating their time to the Pearl City Food Pantry in May.  Also thanks to all who 
donate food items and money to keep this community service project available.  There is 
a need as 14 families were able to take 35 bags of groceries to help feed their 
families.    Our church will be working at the Food Pantry in October so will be needing 
volunteers again at that time.  Thank you all! 

The social ministry committee will be starting their school supply collection on July 
12th.  This collection will continue through August 9th.  Items needed are 2 pocket 
folders, pencils, colored pencils, markers, crayons, glue, erasers, Clorox wipes, Kleenex, 
hand sanitizer,  computer mice, double AA batteries for computer mice, printer paper, 
backpacks, and any other basic school supplies.  Monetary donations will also be 
accepted.  Please make checks out to St. Johns and indicate that it is for school supplies.  
Thank you in advance for your donations. 

http://www.stjohnspearlcity.org/giving
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbclBXEinoW1QHJhCSD_SsIAiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQs0CQKpn7pP9ju_cmI9lQNE=&ver=3

